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Europe is currently facing major challenges. The politicisation of world trade 
is increasing, and the multilateral trading system is being undermined. At 
the same time, industry is undergoing a digital and green transition. This 
means companies must capitalise on new technological advancements 
and simultaneously address one of the greatest threats of our time: climate 
change.

The EU must develop an industrial policy that optimises the conditions for 
industry to find the solutions to today's and tomorrow's societal challeng-
es. This can be achieved through innovation, and by taking advantage of the 
strategic opportunities that these challenges present. It requires increa-
sed investment in research and development and a regulatory framework 
that can adapt to new technologies. With the support of an ambitious free 
trade policy agenda, European companies can spread innovative solutions 
worldwide.

Sweden is one of the most innovative countries in the world and our engi-
neering industries are world leaders when they are allowed to compete on 
equal terms. In the absence of international agreements, we therefore need 
a European industrial policy that safeguards a level playing field based on 
free market principles, both on the EU single market and beyond.

Global competitiveness starts at home, by ensuring the best possible con-
ditions for European industry to prosper. With the right conditions, today's 
challenges become tomorrow’s opportunities for our companies!
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1      An EU that attracts and supports companies' research 		
         and development activities 
 
A world-class research and innovation system forms the basis of Europe's long-term 
sustainable competitiveness. Other countries are aggressively investing in research 
and innovation, which is increasing competition for corporate investment. Through 
private sector investment in knowledge and the development of value-creating goods 
and services, opportunities to expand to new markets emerge. However, in order 
for such investments to flourish, companies must be able to operate in an attractive 
innovation climate. Ecosystems that encourage the exchange of knowledge between 
different actors and enable new technologies to reach the market are critical.

All actors, including public bodies, should invest more resources in research and 
innovation. Collaborative models for industrial research and innovation should be 
further developed within the EU joint research and innovation programmes, in par-
ticular Horizon Europe. The focus should be on application through, for example, 
technology infrastructures with more participation from small and medium-sized 
enterprises (SMEs).

2      A regulatory framework fit for new technologies and        	
         global competition 

The large regional trading blocks are competing for the role as global rule maker. In 
order to influence the rules of international trade, European legislation and stan-
dards must be able to adapt to new technologies and the latest market developme-
nts. This enables Europe to set international standards, which strengthens the glo-
bal competitiveness of our companies.

The European Commission is increasingly overregulating product rules and the 
technical content of European standards. This makes the EU legislative model cum-
bersome, which impedes our ability to set international rules and thus limits our 
competitiveness. Regulations shall be designed according to the basic principles of 
the so-called New Approach. This means the essential requirements should be set 
in legislation and the technical specifications in harmonised standards, providing 
presumption of conformity illustrated by the CE mark. 

Summary by policy area



3    Sustainability as a strategic growth opportunity     

Climate change is one of the greatest societal challenges of our era. At the same time, 
the green transition, which permeates all policy areas, creates a strategic opportu-
nity for European industries that are at the forefront of the development environme-
ntal technology solutions. These solutions can then be exported to other countries 
and regions.

A sustainable society depends on a competitive industry. An ambitious EU common 
policy can lead to a greater European impact on a global level, which in turn transla-
tes into increased competitiveness for our companies. The alternative is diverging, 
national specific requirements which fragment the EU single market.

4     A future-proof and robust digital infrastructure    

Digitalisation contributes to the increased functionality and value of products. 
In order for digital applications to work, infrastructure and spectrum for 5G, for  
example, should be able to handle multiple users and connected things as well as 
high data levels.

Europe cannot depend on outdated technology if the potential of digitalisation 
is to be realised. The expansion of 5G networks needs well-developed networks.  
Sufficient spectrum is also required, while networks should be robust enough to 
withstand interference and stress.



5      Upgraded and in-demand skills 

Europe is competitive due to its knowledge base. It is only through an edu-
cated population that societal challenges can be met, solutions to the sus-
tainable development goals are identified, and the business community 
can grow.

Lifelong learning that continuously improves skills is crucial for techno-
logical advances and for achieving a climate-smart and modern welfare 
society. In addition, Europe needs more exchange between educational 
institutions and business. 

6     An ambitious trade policy that opens up new markets      	
        and promotes a level playing field 

European technology industries benefit from frictionless international trade. Our 
companies import input for export and are deeply integrated into global value 
chains. Free trade agreements eliminate costly barriers to trade and facilitate  
global trade flows. An open trade environment enables new technologies to spread 
globally and helps European solutions to today's societal challenges reach other 
countries and regions.

The EU shall strive to liberalise global trade through an ambitious and expansive 
free trade policy. It shall also work to strengthen the multilateral trading system 
within the World Trade Organization (WTO). In the absence of multilateral or  
bilateral agreements to address distorted competition, the EU should develop  
modern trade defence instruments to safeguard legitimate business interests on 
free market terms.   



A world-class research and innovation system is the basis for Europe's 
long-term sustainable competitiveness. If Europe is to continue being a 
leader in developing new technologies and establishing globally successful 
companies, we must invest more in research and innovation (R&I), both 
from private actors and the public sector.

 forsknings- och innovationssystem i världsklass är grunden för Sveriges ochEu-
ropas långsiktigt hållbara konkurrenskraft. Om Europa även i framtiden ska 
kunna vara ledande i att ta fram ny teknologi och utveckla globalt framgångsrika 
företag måste vi volymmässigt investera mer resurser i forskning och innovation 
(FoI), såväl från privata aktörer som offentliga. 

Strategisk forskning och innovationssamverkan mellan offentliga och privata 
aktörer är ett av Sveriges styrkeområden och bör fortsatt utvecklas på europeisk 
nivå. Det är därför av stor vikt att samverkansmodeller (Public-Private Part-
nerships) för forsknings- och innovationsprioriteringar med industriellt fokus 
vidareutvecklas inom de EU-gemensamma forsknings- och innovationsprogram-
men (särskilt inom Horizon Europe). Fokus bör ligga på tillämpning av forskning, 
till exempel genom testbäddar, samt på en ökad involvering av små- och medel-
stora företag (SME).
 
EU-initiativ att stärka strategiska värdekedjor, eller strategiska värdenätverk, 
för europeisk industri bör bygga på det arbete som bedrivs i europeiska teknik-
plattformar och samarbetsprogram såsom offentlig-privat samverkan. Instru-
ment som innebär undantag från statsstödsregelverket (IPCEI) bör användas i 
undantagsfall och endast där andra instrument inte är möjliga. Särskilt hänsyn 
måste ges mindre länders industriella system för att möjliggöra deras medver-
kan i satsningarna.

An EU that attracts and supports companies' 
research and development activities 

Private investment in knowledge and value-creating goods and services will result 
in growth opportunities in new markets. However, to encourage investment, the-
re needs to be an attractive innovation climate, an ecosystem that encourages the 
exchange of knowledge between different actors, and an ability to create, combine 
and use new technologies.

Strategic research and innovation cooperation between public and private 
actors should continue to be developed at European level. It is therefore vital that 
Public-Private Partnership (PPP) models for research and innovation are further 
developed with an industry focus in the EU research and innovation programmes 
(especially within Horizon Europe). The focus should be on the application of rese-
arch, for example, through technology infrastructures, with the increased invol-
vement of SMEs.

EU initiatives to strengthen strategic value chains, or strategic value networks, for 
European industry should build on the work carried out by European technology 
platforms and collaborative programmes such as PPPs. Instruments that make 
exceptions to the state aid rules (IPCEI) should solely be used in exceptional cases 
and only where other instruments are not an option. Special consideration must 
be given to smaller countries' industrial systems to encourage their involvement.



Teknikföretagen considers that:

• The EU's long-term budget should be updated and indeed modernised by 
prioritising investment in research and innovation (R&I) and by reducing 
support for agriculture and regional funds. We are in favour of the European 
Parliament's proposal of € 120 billion to Horizon Europe and € 9 billion to the 
Digital Europe Programme.

• Horizon Europe should focus more on R&I initiatives that meet industry 
challenges and further develop the PPP model for private and public collabo-
ration.

• Industry efforts to develop skills and adopt new technologies with a particu-
lar focus on SMEs must be priority.

• A forward-looking EU strategy for investment and the use of technology 
infrastructures is needed.

• Future work on strategic value chains should be based on activities carried 
out by industry-driven initiatives, such as PPPs.



Rapid technological development and the emergence of large regional 
trade blocs have led to growing competition for the role as global rule 
maker. To maximise our impact on the rules governing international trade, 
European legislation and standards must adapt faster to new technologies 
and market developments. Europe needs to continue to set standards 
and shape global rules for trade and economic development. This is a 
fundamental prerequisite for our companies' international competitiveness 
and for companies to continue to invest and develop their operations in the 
EU. 

A regulatory framework fit for technological 
advancements and global competition 

The EU’s industrial policy shall optimise the conditions for European compa-
nies in an increasingly competitive global market place. To this end, the design 
of EU’s technical regulations is crucial for the competitiveness of our companies. 
Therefore, it is with great concern we have seen an increased bureaucratisation 
of the standardisation process and the regulatory environment of the single 
market. This takes the form of ever new emerging safety interests, the design 
of which often deviates from the basic principles of the single market: namely, 
harmonisation, self-certification and presumption of conformity through har-
monised standards.

Therefore, within the framework of the new industrial policy, the aim of EU pro-
duct regulations must continue to be to promote trade while protecting health, 
environment and safety interests. It is also important that European regulations 
are, to the largest extent possible, aligned with rules and requirements develo-
ped by international organizations. When regulations create the best possible 
conditions, companies will invest in tomorrow's ventures and solutions.



Teknikföretagen considers that:

•  The main rule for EU regulatory work must be harmonisation in order to 
preserve and further develop the single market, and to eliminate national 
specific requirements.

•  The essential requirements shall be set in directives and regulations.  
Technical specifications for complying with legal requirements shall be  
developed through an open process. 

•  Manufacturers and producers should, almost invariably, be given the  
opportunity to prove that their product meets all necessary requirements 
without the involvement of a third party.

•  The use of harmonised standards gives presumption of conformity, but 
the manufacturer can also show compliance with essential requirements 
through any other way offered by any of the Modules of the New Approach. 
 

 



Climate change is one of the greatest societal challenges of our time. The 
EU has the ambition to be a global leader in this area and sustainability 
will permeate all policy areas. The green transition creates a strategic 
opportunity for European companies to export their often world-leading 
technical solutions that can contribute to the transition on a global level.

En ambitiös EU-gemensam politik på området gynnar svenska företag då Sve-
rige är ett av de länder som ligger allra längst fram inom området. Alternativet 
riskerar att bli nationella särkrav. En gemensam EU-politik bidrar även till att 
frågorna får ett större genomslag internationellt, vilket kan öka vår globala 
konkurrenskraft.

Konkurrensneutralitet behöver bibehållas både mellan EU:s medlemsstater 
och internationellt. Tydliga gemensamma mål och ambitioner är önskvärt vid 
skapandet av nya miljöregleringar, men tekniska detaljer hanteras bäst via 
standardisering. Regler behöver också vara teknikneutrala och verifierbara. 
Ett samhälle där hållbarhetsmålen är uppfyllda är beroende av en konkurrens-
kraftig industri. Industrin är den part som kan utveckla lösningarna och är en 
viktig del i systemet för forskning och innovation. De svenska teknikföretagens 
utsläppsminskande teknik bidrar både i den egna verksamheten, men också 
hos andra aktörer och på andra marknader. 

Sustainability as a strategic growth 
opportunity

An ambitious EU common policy on sustainable growth can lead to a greater  
European impact on a global level, which in turn translates into increased  
competitiveness for our companies. It also helps elevate the issue on the  
global agenda. The alternative is diverging, national specific requirements  
which fragment the EU single market. 

A level playing field needs to be maintained both among EU member states and 
on a global level. Clear common goals and ambitions are desirable for creating 
new environmental regulations, but technical details are best handled through 
standardisation. Rules should be technology neutral and verifiable.

A society where sustainability goals are met is contingent upon a competitive 
industry. Industry is the actor that can develop the solutions and is an impor-
tant part of the system for research and innovation. European engineering  
industries' emission reduction technologies contribute not only to their own 
operations but also to other actors and markets. 



Teknikföretagen considers that:

•  The EU must have an ambitious climate policy while maintaining Europe’s 
industrial competitiveness.

•  The EU should investigate how trade agreements or climate clubs can be 
used to maintain a level playing field for European companies compared to 
countries that are not actively pursuing emission reductions. 

•  Through a more circular economy and sustainable use of natural resources, 
climate change can be reduced and competitiveness maintained.

• The EU shall work to ensure that goods and materials intended for recycling 
are included in the single market. 

•  The proposed EU Chemicals Policy 2030 should have clear objectives  
regarding the substitution of hazardous substances and what is needed  
for increased circularity.

•  The EU should invest in infrastructure, research and development, as well 
as digital solutions that support the transition to a climate-neutral society. 
Such investments can also benefit European industry through the develop-
ment of new knowledge.

•  The EU shall push for ambitious international climate targets and also  
implement measures to reduce global emissions.

 



Digitalisation contributes to the increased functionality and value 
of products. In order for digital applications to work, an electronic 
infrastructure based on a fine-branched fibre network and large amounts 
of spectrum is needed. Such an infrastructure enables multiple users, a 
high number of connected devices and large amounts of data traffic.

EU ska verka för att hela Europas näringsliv kan koppla upp sig. Detta kräver en 
paneuropeisk uppbyggnaden av fiberbaserade stamnät som delar ut sig i ett fin-
förgrenat nät av kapillärer. En stor del av den elektroniska kommunikationen 
i Europa vilar idag på föråldrade kopparnät som tidigare användes för telefoni 
och kabel-tv. Dessa nät är undermåliga och skapar begränsningar i fråga om 
tillämpningar och digitala tjänster.

Med en fiberbaserad infrastruktur säkerställs att uppkopplingen inte är en 
hämmande faktor för att utveckla och använda digitala applikationer. På så sätt 
katalyserar fibernät digitalisering och utvecklingen av industri 4.0. Eftersom 
näten är själva blodomloppet i digitaliseringen måste det säkerställa att de kon-
strueras robust och med redundans. De måste kunna klara påfrestningar och 
störningar. Bredbandsnäten bör ses som kritisk infrastruktur.

EU bör även säkerställa att det utöver fibernät skapas möjligheter att utveckla 
trådlös access. Detta ställer stora krav på ökad samordning mellan olika med-
lemsländer och att spektrum omgående görs tillgänglig för nya teknologier så 
som 5G. Europa har en stark position inom elektronisk kommunikation vilken 
fordrar lagstiftning och reformer som gör det möjligt för näringslivet att leda 
utvecklingen. Tester av ny teknik och snabb kommersialisering ska främjas, 
dock med beaktande av säkerhetsintresse och risken för att näten utsätts för 
cyberattacker från antagonistiska aktörer. En screeningfunktion som baseras 
på en gemensam lägesbild är därför välkommen.

A future-proof robust digital  
infrastructure

The EU shall work to connect the whole of Europe's business community. This 
requires a pan-European structure of fibre-based backbone networks that  
divide into a fine-branched network of capillaries. Much of electronic  
communication in Europe today depends on outdated copper networks that  
were previously used for telephony and cable television. These networks are  
substandard and create limitations in functionality and negatively impact  
digital services.

With a fibre-based infrastructure, connectivity is not an inhibitory factor 
for developing and using digital applications. In this way, fibre networks  
catalyse digitalisation and the development of industry 4.0. Since networks 
are at the very heart of digitalisation, they must be designed robustly and with  
redundancy. The network must be able to cope with stress and disturbance.  
Broadband networks should be deemed critical infrastructure.

The EU should ensure that wireless access is promoted. This requires  
increased coordination between different member states and that spectrum is 
immediately made available to new technologies such as 5G. Europe is strong 
in electronic communications, but to maintain this position requires legi-
slation and reforms that will enable business to develop new products. The  
testing of new technologies and their rapid commercialisation should be  
promoted. However, security concerns and the risk of networks being exposed 
to cyberattacks should always be taken into account. A screening mechanism 
based on a common situational assessment is therefore welcome.



Teknikföretagen considers that:

•  The EU shall work to phase out and shut down obsolete copper-based  
broadband networks.

•  The EU shall promote the development of future-proof electronic infra-
structure that enables ultra-high speeds and minimal response times by 
offering investment support in areas where market failure exists.

•  The EU must emphasise the importance of robust and secure commu- 
nication and that networks can withstand stresses and disruptions.

•  The EU should put in place mechanisms that prevent the possibility of  
cyberattacks and industrial espionage.

•  The EU shall act to promote the development and application of new  
wireless technologies, not least 5G. Spectrum intended for broadband  
use should therefore be prioritized. 

 



Europe is competitive due to its knowledge base. It is only through an 
educated population that societal challenges can be met, solutions to the 
sustainable development goals are identified, and the business community 
can grow. Lifelong learning that continuously enhances skills is crucial to 
achieve a climate-smart society with a modern social welfare system.

EU ska verka för att det finns ett stort utbud av personer som har den kompe-
tens och de kvalifikationer som näringslivet behöver. Idag finns det ett flertal 
yrken där det råder brist vilket hämmar företagens möjligheter att utveckla och 
expandera sin verksamhet. Det handlar om både ingenjörsutbildade akade-
miker och personer med industrinära yrkesutbildningar. Intresset för STEM 
(Science, Technology, Engineering and Math) är otillräckligt vilket gör att de 
som examineras inte räcker till för att fylla de behov som finns på marknaden. 
Vidare är en utmaning att möjligheten till omskolning och uppgradering av 
kunskaper inte är tillräcklig, vilket gör det svårt att dra nytta av redan yrkes-
verksamma. EU behöver också i ännu högre grad, arbeta med att öka rörlig-
heten av arbetskraft mellan medlemsstaterna. För att det ska vara möjligt krävs 
det bland annat att jämförbarheten i erfarenheter och kvalifikationer mellan 
olika medlemsstaters system förenklas och blir än mer transparant. 

Europa behöver därtill ett högre utbyte mellan utbildningsinstitutioner och 
näringsliv, där en process av kontinuerligt lärande genom hela livet lägger 
grunden för en kompetensbas som har kunskaper och färdigheter som efter-
frågas och värdesätts av samhälle och näringsliv. Den snabba tekniska utveck-
lingen gör att det inte längre är möjligt att göra en särskillnad i livet mellan 
utbildning och yrkesliv. Istället måste de betraktas som kommunicerande kärl 
och två sidor av samma mynt som kan förstärka varandra. EU ska därför un-
derlätta möjligheten för individer att skaffa sig de kunskaper som efterfrågas av 
näringslivet, så att de kan bidra till att upprätthålla Europas konkurrenskraft. 

A skills base with upgraded and 
sought-after skills

The EU must work to ensure that there are enough people that have the skills 
and qualifications that business needs. Today, there are a number of professi-
ons where there is a skills shortage, and this hinders companies' opportunities 
to develop and expand. This is particularly true when it comes to engineering 
graduates and people with industrial vocational training. The interest in STEM 
(Science, Technology, Engineering and Math) is insufficient, which means that 
there are not enough graduates to meet the market’s needs. Furthermore, 
the possibility of retraining and upgrading knowledge is insufficient. The EU 
should work to increase labour mobility between member states. Comparing  
experience and qualifications between different member states' systems must 
therefore be simplified and become more transparent.

Europe also needs a better exchange between educational institutions and  
business. This means putting in place a system of continuous lifelong learning, 
which lays the foundation for a competence base that has the knowledge and 
skills that are sought after and valued by society and business. Rapid techno-
logical development means that it is no longer possible to make a distinction  
between educational and professional life. Instead, they must reinforce each 
other.  



Teknikföretagen considers that:

•  The EU's initiative to stimulate young people's interest in science, technolo-
gy and mathematics should be given top priority over the next programming 
period. In turn, member states need to increase the incentives for individual 
education in science, technology and mathematics, both at the undergraduate 
level as well as for professionals. 

•  It must be ensured that specialised vocational training courses demanded 
by the business community are available at a reasonable cost throughout the 
EU.

•  Further training of professionals should be facilitated quickly across the EU 
through more cooperation between educational institutions and the business 
community.

•  Educational institutions ensuring educational programmes that correspond 
with business needs for competence should be rewarded.
 



European engineering industries benefit from frictionless trade. Our companies 
import input for export and are deeply integrated into global value chains. Free 
trade agreements eliminate costly barriers to trade and facilitate global trade 
flows. An open trade environment enables new technologies to spread globally 
and for European solutions to today's societal challenges to reach other 
countries and regions.

The EU’s industrial policy shall optimise the conditions for European industry in 
an increasingly competitive global market place. Free trade agreements are cruci-
al as they remove barriers to trade, create norms and set the rules for global trade. 
This means that companies do not need to adapt their production to other countries’ 
diverging regulatory framework, product requirements or standards. In this way, 
costly market-specific solutions that impede companies' internationalisation are av-
oided.

The EU shall work to liberalise global trade through an ambitious and expansive free 
trade policy. It shall also work to strengthen the multilateral trading system within 
the WTO. European engineering industries are global actors that benefit from global 
solutions. A well-functioning multilateral trading system must remain a cornerstone 
of EU external trade policy and is an important facet of a holistic European industrial 
policy.

In addition to eliminating trade barriers, EU free trade agreements also contribute 
to attracting foreign investment and establishments, which in turn stimulates pro-
duction and creates more jobs. The EU benefits from an open trade and investment 
climate – at the same time, the EU's legitimate business interests must be protected 
from investments made by states that intend to acquire key technology or critical 
infrastructure for non-commercial purposes.

In the absence of multilateral or bilateral agreements to address distorted competi-
tion, the EU should develop modern trade defence instruments to ensure a level play-
ing field with third countries. Third-country companies with discriminatory state 
aid or unregulated market power in their home markets risk distorting competition 
to the detriment of European companies on the EU single market.

An ambitious trade policy that opens up new 
markets and promotes a level playing field 



EU:s industripolitik ska optimera våra företags förutsättningar på en tilltagande 
konkurrensutsatt världsmarknad. Frihandelsavtal är avgörande då de undanröjer-

Teknikföretagen considers that:

•  The EU shall pursue an ambitious and expansive free trade policy. The 
EU shall finalise ongoing negotiations, work to ratify the EU's concluded 
agreements, and continually evaluate new countries and regions to initiate 
negotiations with.

•  The EU shall safeguard a close trade relation with the UK following its 
withdrawal from the EU. A deep and comprehensive free trade agreement 
is vital to facilitate trade and maintain a level playing field.

•  The EU shall be a driving force in ensuring a well-functioning multilateral 
trading system within the WTO.

•  In the absence of multilateral or bilateral agreements, the EU should 
develop modern and balanced trade defence instruments to safeguard 
a level playing field in trade with third countries.

 



The Swedish engineering sector’s companies supply the solutions with which to tackle the 

greatest challenges of our times. These companies are members of Teknikföretagen.

Technology makes the world a better place


